Russi191an Revolution

Timeline

· 1914-Russia enthusiastically enters WWI but suffers numerous losses in both artillery (the key weapon of WWI) and troops. In 1915 alone, Russia lost around 2 million men.

· Because of the constitution of 1905, political power was divided between the Tzar (military and bureaucracy) and the Duma which had control of the towns and people. As the Russian war effort deteriorated, the Duma took over more power.

· The increase in the Dumas power lead Tzar Nicholas II to ignore the Duma and use the bereaucracy instead while emphasizing his divine authority. After an election that saw the Duma become more radical, Nicholas simply dismissed the Duma and went to the front to rally the troops.

· Nicholas’s departure was a complete idiot move. Without him power fell to his wife, Tzarina Alexandra (who was autocratic and disliked the Duma) and was almost completely influenced by a self-proclaimed holy man and uneducated Siberian preacher nicknamed named Rasputin (degenerate).

· In December of 1916, Rasputin was murdered by three aristocrats to break Rasputins influence. The Tzarina went into near shock and problems increased. This culminated in a spontaneous bread riot in Petrograd (St. Petersburg) on March 8th. The riot spread and troops sent to restore order mutinied. The Duma took advantage of the situation by declaring a Provisional Government on March 12. The Tzar abdicated three days later.

· The ‘March Revolution’ had no real plan because it was so spontaneous and for a time Russia was called the ‘freest country in the world’. Quickly, strain developed. The socialist Alexander Kerensky refused to allow the great estates to be redistributed to the peasants because he thought it would cause a mass desertion at the front.

· The Provisional Government had to deal with the Petrograd Soviet which confused everything by issuing its own military orders such as Army Order #1 where all officers were stripped of their authority and gave it to a soviet (committees) of soldiers. This was designed to stop a would be Napoleon from seizing power but all it ended up doing was causing the complete collapse of the Russian war effort as Russia quickly collapsed into anarchy.

· In April of 1917 Vladimir Ilyich Lenin seized power of the Petrograd Soviet in a radical move (with support from Germany who wished to see Russia out of the war) putting the Bolsheviks in power. Bolshevism has three main points that differ it from Marxism:

· Capitalism must be destroyed in a violent revolution with no cooperation from the bourgeois.

· Peasants, not workers should be the revolutionary start point because they were also poor. (continued next page)

· The government should be in the hands of a few highly educated permanent revolutionaries who in theory would not be seduced by short term gain.

· The Provisional Government collapsed in July when the head general was forced into attacking the government. 

· On November 6th, Bolshevik Leon Trotsky lead the Petrograd Soviet to seized the govt buildings and declared the Bolsheviks in power with the soviets in control. This was the ‘October Revolution’. The reason for the name differences was that Russia was using the Julian calendar and the rest of Europe was using the Gregorian Calendar. The Julian calendar was off by about a month.

· The Bolsheviks were able to come to power because the government had almost completely collapsed, the Bolsheviks had determined leadership (the people felt a leader was better than no leader), and Bolshevism was still socialist so it attracted many workers.

· The Bolsheviks were able to maintain power because they attached themselves to the popular trends. The peasants were running around Russia seizing land. Rather than trying to control it Lenin made a law allowing it.

· Lenin initially framed the Bolshevik govt as temporary and that free election would occur creating the Constituent Assembly. The Bolsheviks lost resoundingly in the elections and on the one time the Constituent Assembly was able to meet (Jan 18, 1918) Lenin sent Bolshevik troops to disband it. The Bolsheviks then created a dictatorial Govt.

· In an attempt to stop the war with Germany, in March of 1918 Lenin signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germany giving away basically all of Eastern Europe that were non-russian. (Poland, Finland, Lithuania).

· In response to the seizure of power by the Bolsheviks, much of the old Russian army officers formed the ‘White Russian’ opposition. Their control basically consisted of western Russia, Southern Russia, and the Ukraine. By 1918 there were 18 self proclaimed governments, including this crazy person:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ungern_von_Sternberg
· It is important to note that the ‘White Russians’ were quite disunited as their entire agenda was basically, ‘oppose the Red Russians’ who were the Bolsheviks.

· Lenin was able to defeat the White Russians despite overwhelming odds due to a better location, better leaders, and draconian troop discipline (soldiers disobeying an order would be shot).

· The Bolsheviks used a complete mobilization of the nation known as war communism to ensure victory by nationalizing everything. 

· The Bolsheviks also used the old tsarist secret police in its reformed capacity as the CHEKA, which would become the NKVD, and infamously, the KGB. The CHEKA had the tsar shot, along with anyone else that might have any political deviancy. Just like Robespierre and the Great Terror, the CHEKA worked.

· The allies attempted to help the white Russian in 1919 with supplies but it actually did more harm as it allowed the Bolsheviks to use Russian nationalistic propaganda against the white Russians even though the white Russians were still Russian. 

· The Russian revolution was perhaps the largest most radical revolution in the world. The French revolution wasn’t this radical and it at least had a plan. The Russian revolution was a lot like a ocean storm in that the only reason the Bolsheviks were able to succeed is because they were able to hang on for their life better. That and the Bolsheviks were able to engineer more popular support.
