European Expansion in the 18th Century

Themes

· Despite the SciRev, the European peasants lived very much like they had the past few centuries in the 18th century (1700’s)

· During this time, global empires such as France and England developed. This coincided with a development in agriculture and industry leading to the Industrial Revolution and European Imperialism.

· Agriculture in Europe was very hard, even in very fertile places like the Po Valley in northern Italy. There, one bushel of wheat sown would yield only 5-6 bushels of wheat at harvest. In addition, there would be famine years roughly every 8-9 years making people susceptible to disease. By the end of the Agricultural Revolution production had increased dramatically. By 1870, English farmers were producing 300% more food than in 1700 with only a 14% increase in farmers. 

· The Agricultural Revolution began in the Netherlands due to the immense population density and the very small amount of fertile land, even after the swamps were drained. (Most of the Netherlands in actually below sea level.)

· Population in 16-17th century Europe grew slowly due to less land for farming and in turn, less available food. In addition, there was devestation from armies and plagues (more often than not, the armies brought the plagues). In Germany in the 30YW, all the possible negative effects came together resulting in a 66% population loss in a few areas with the general trend being 33% loss.

· The main cause for the massive population increase in the 18th century was a declining death rate which was brought around due to the disappearance of the plague, public health measures, and draining swamps reducing the insect population. Absolutism helped in reducing the severity of famines by building canals which allowed supplies to be brought in. Lastly, ‘rules of warfare’ and professional non-mercenary armies made warfare less dangerous to the peasants. (In the 30YW, most of the armies were made up of mercenaries who viewed it as their right to take advantage of the population.)

· Numerous changes occurred in the textile industry making it a perfect example of a cottage industry. (see page 631)

· Guilds reached their high point in the 17th and 18th century rather than in the Middle Ages. Monarchs often used guilds to regulate production and serve as a way to increase taxable revenue. The influence of guilds varied from place to place with guilds being very powerful in Germany to nearly impotent in England. Guilds eventually went away due to economic deregulation due to the success of cottage industries.

· A global economy developed due to a combination of colonization and mercantilism (control of the economy by the state.)

· Many of the major wars in the 18th century (War of Spanish Succession, War of Austrian Succession, Seven Years War) were in large part caused by England and France posturing to gain economic superiority. 

· Because of the immense natural wealth of the colonies England gained following the major 18th century wars, that wealth flowed into London making it the richest city in the world. England managed to further secure economic dominance even though Europe was experience economic stagnation due to the finished products required by the colonies. This trade imbalance lead to the Industrial Revolution. 

· A demand for slavery grew in the New World (especially for England) as many peasants who would normaly have become workers became independent farmers due to the amount of free land. The immense amount of free land resulted in a population boom as many English peasants went to North America. 

· In Africa, the some of the slave capturing was done by the tribes. A tribe would capture slaves and sell them to the Europeans in exchange for weapons (generally). They would then use those weapons to enslave other tribes and get wealthier.

· In the majority of cases European expeditions actively went into the continent and captured slaves. This resulted in political instability and in a few cases collapse of the native kingdoms. This type of slave catching declined as it was not cost effective for gaining large numbers of slaves. 

· Slavery was not very prevalent in Europe due to the large amount of cheap workers. In addition, if a slave did run away in Europe, the courts often sided with the slave over the master. In Britain the slave trade declined in 1772 and was abolished by 1807. The abolition of slavery was due in large part to women stressing the immorality and cruelety of it. However, slavery continued in British colonies for many years. (It was just the trade that was abolished!)

· Spain retained her colonies after the death of Charles II (his death caused the War of Spanish Succession) due to the new Bourbon king, Phillip V and nephew of Louis XIV. Under Phillip the Spanish crown reasserted its authority and reformed itself. It strengthened its position in the new world by increasing economic opportunities for Creoles (pure blooded Spanish born in the New World). Many creoles gained huge estates. 

· Back in the Renaissance, merchant powers were looking for a new way to get spices from India without paying the Turks for them. The Portuguese took the lead but did not radically change the way trade worked in the Indian Ocean. That fell to the Dutch and English. The reason the spice trade was so important was that it was increadably ludcrative. In one voyage, investors received nearly a 100% profit.

· The Dutch founded the Dutch East India Company with the purpose to capture the spice trade from the Portuguese. What made it different is that is received support from the Dutch govt and owned any land it conquered. The Dutch assisted the Indian princes is their fights with the Portuguese (to kick the Portuguese out. Britain later used the same strategy to gain land and kick the Dutch out), seized important cities, and turned the Indian Spice Trade into a monopoly ~1620.

· The Dutch lost control of the spice trade in the 18th century due to failure to diversify (spice was less important in European diets once the novelty wore off) and competition from the English East India Company. 

· The British cemented their control in India by conquering parts of India from the French. After this, the British defeated the native Mughal ruler of India and set up Robert Clive as the first governor of India. India was fully under British control by the 1800’s and was referred to as the jewel of the British Empire. 

· A reaction against Mercantilism occurred in the later part of the 18th century as smaller merchants wanted the chance to succeed. Many people wanted free trade (in the country) as it would protect them from price gouging.
