European Expansion in the 18th Century

Terms

· At the end of the 17th century, almost 80% of Europe’s population drew their income from agriculture.

· Initialy, agriculture in Europe was based on the medieval system: ‘Open-field system’. In this system the village land was divided up, with crops being rotated so as not to deplete the nitrogen or other elements in the soil. 

· The Agricultural Revolution lead to a new style of crop rotation. Traditionaly, after two years the field would be left fallow (unplowed) to replenish the nitrogen. However, what made the new system different was planting root crops(like potato) on the fallow years to replenish the nitrogen. This lead to more food for winter, more fodder for the animals, and overall a general increase in productivity.

· In the eyes of the beurecrats, to better facilitate the adoption of the new style of crop rotation, farmers should own their land rather than have it be part of the community. This system was called ‘Enclosure’. This was generally unpopular by the peasants as those who had poor land were stuck with it and were unable to use more fertile land elsewhere.

· Most of the enclosures were purchased by wealthly nobles who leased it out to the peasants forming a pseudo-serfdom. In England, that process was continued futher where owners of the land would have landless peasants work the land. 

· Proletarianization is the name for the process that occurred in England. The transfer of small peasant farmers into landless rural, wage-earners.

· A side effect of the enclosures was the rise of cottage industries. Because there was less land for farming, peasants took to making objects in their houses to supplement their income. This transferred manufacturing power out of the artisans in the cities to the villages. Guilds were still around and served a function akin to a union protecting their monopolies. 

· The exact forms of the cottage industries varied, but the primary form was the ‘putting out system’. In that system, the merchants would loan the raw materials to the peasants who would turn it into a finished product and return it to the merchant and receive their income. The cottage industries produced a wide variety of supplies as they did not have to conform to the guild regulation. In addition, Europe had a large amount of under-employed workers for cottage industries. Production of materials gradually shifted from urban to rural.

· 18th century Europe entered a period called the ‘Industrious Revolution’. (Not to be confused with the Industrial Revolution) The Industrious Revolution was a trend where families would go from making goods for household consumption to wage work. This created a consumer economy with many items for sale at low prices because income was stagnating. At this time in a family there was no concept of a ‘breadwinner’ as the entire family participated in the manufacturing process. However, women did experience more influence in family affairs due to their increased importance in cottage industries. 

· Navigation Acts: First in a series of mercantile efforts taken by the British to increase economic dominance and introduced in 1651 by Oliver Cromwell and extended by Charles II. Basicaly all European imports had to be carried on British ships. This created a monopoly for the British shipbuilders and was economic warfare against the Dutch to decrease their trade monopoly.

· In the wars in the 18th century, Britain gained economic dominance of North America in the Treaty of Paris (1763) following the Seven Years War where England gained all French North American Territory, and Spanish Florida. (However French Louisiana went to Spain to pay for war debts) Britain’s trade dominance was due in large part to the superiority of the Royal Navy, which had a large number of excellent seamen resulting from the Navigation Act. England also gained parts of India which became very important later. 

· Although the enslavement of Africans was not a new thing to Europe (the Pharaohs did it and later the Islamic Caliphs used African slaves in their armies) and was happening worldwide, the Atlantic Slave Trade was the most signifigant portion. The Atlantic Slave Trade was also known as the Triangle Trade for the route the merchant ships took. Africa (slaves) went to the Americas, the Americas received the slaves and provided raw materials for Europe. Europe produced finished products that were sent to the colonies or to the military outposts in Africa for slaves.

· The slave trade made possible intensive cultivation of products like sugar in the Americas which generated cash for the Americas, allowing them to purchase finished materials from Europe. Despite the majority of western European powers participating in the slave trade, England was the most important. 

· With the increase in the size of Estates in the Spanish New World, many estate owners felt that work was the only occupation of peasants and turned to debt peonage to keep their workers. Debt peonage is where one keeps your workers in pseudo slavery because they are unable to leave due to debt. At this time debt laws were much stricter and draconian. 

· In 1776 Adam Smith published ‘Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations’ (commonly called Wealth of Nations) put forth the idea of economic liberalism. He felt that government should stay out of economics except to foster conditions conductive to trade. He felt three duties were the most important:

· Defending against foreign invaisions

· Maintain civil order

· Finance indispensable public works and institutions that could not make a profit.

He believed that a free market would stimulate innovation and be self policing as people had a choice where they could work and what to buy. He wasn’t a complete capitalist advocate as he is made out to be. For example he said “No society can surely be flourishing and happy, of which the far greater part of the members are poor and miserable.” He also called for government intervention to raise workers living conditions. 
