Changing Life in the Early Modern Period
Terms

· Community Controls were a powerful force in the villages as everybody knew everybody and you couldn’t just leave. (Land was still viewed as wealth in Europe and coinage amongst the peasants was less than common.) Community controls discouraged illegitimate children as the offenders would be ridiculed, Scarlett Letter style.
· Wet nurses were women who were hired by the nobility and upper middle class to breast feed their children as it was considered crude and undignified. These women often lived in more rural areas. Wet nursing was the most common in France. However infant mortality rates did increase but it was still used as it was social tradition and there were no real alternatives to it.
· ‘Foundling homes’ were a growing trend in Europe as it was considered more humane for an orphaned child to be raised there than on the streets. Foundling homes were popular benefices of the rich. However even in the best homes the infant mortality rate for the first year was 50%, in some places 90%.
