Urban Society
Themes

· There was a nescesity for a urban renovation during the Industrial Revolution as it packed a large number of relatively poor people into cramped and dangerous housing with next to no sanitation. It was not uncommon for 200 families to share one outhouse. 

· Sanitation reforms were hampered by the miasmic germ theory; the belief that disease was spread through bad odors, but by the IndRev it was doubted because it had been proved bad drinking water and filth caused disease.
· Louis Pasteur noted in studying fermentation that it needs to be at a certain temperature or else the bacteria will die, preventing proper fermentation. This lead to the discovery in 1854 of pasteurization, or application of heat to kill bacteria.

· In 1865 englishman Joseph Lister, after reading about pasteurs ideas, he thought that applying a chemical disinfectant to a wound would clean it. This was taken further in Germany where doctors there applied chemical disinfectants to everything.

· Despite the IndRev increasing wages for the poor, it also massively increased wages for the industrialists, at times further increasing the disparity in social classes. Since the aristocracy controlled large amounts of social and political influence, the middle class often tried to ‘put on the Ritz’, or copy the trends the aristocrats did, such as having two houses for different seasons. Class distinctions were at times more important than wages. For example, white collar middle class clerks generally earned the same as skilled workers, yet associated themselves with the middle class.
· Cultures changed rapidly due to improved communication and more income available for spending. A key cultural development in the middle class was how they ate. Diet was initially heavily vegetable based as meat was expensive in the city. With the advent of crop rotation and railways, meat was able to be brought into the cities relatively cheaply.

· Despite the ‘rise of the middle class’, 4 out of 5 people in 1900 were working class. As the demand for skilled labor grew, the working class developed a ‘labor aristocracy’ with the skilled on the top.
· The middle and working class both had similar moral codes, but while the middle class were more focused on self-discipline and achievement, the working class focused on strict morality to avoid becoming (in the views of the skilled workers who were the trend setters), debauched.

· Alcoholism declined in the 19th century, in large part due to the immense social norms arrayed against it. Pubs became more ‘socialy acceptable’. In short, most of our current morals and expectations for leisure and recreation emerged around the latter part of the 19th century.

· Church attendance declined on average despite some revival movements. There was no increase in other religions, rather people became simply less involved in church as the church saw itself as a defender of the old order which was quickly being swept away.

· The ‘Illegitimacy Explosion’ began to die down around 1850 even though women were still getting pregnant before they were married. The reason was that dowries (gifts the wifes (?) side gave to the other ) were becoming less important except among the middle class which had a lower amount of illegitimate births as they had more financial resources.

· Tight ethnic groups were slightly immune to the illegitimacy explosion as they tended to focus more on values and, due to discrimination, tended to stay in one area where social controls were in place.

· In addition, ‘modern’ birth control was being used for the first time.

· Kinship (familial) ties grew deeper and couples were less likely to move away from the parents. In addition, they were also more likely to share money in an emergency and sometimes parents or relatives would live in a couples house to serve as a maid.
· Out of the idea of ‘separate spheres’, the womens movement took two distinct turns. The ‘womens rights’ movement focused either on getting increasing legal rights (which in many countries they did) or by advocating through socialism.

· In the domestic sphere, women exercised almost complete authority over domestic finances. More often than not, men would simply hand over their salary to their wives to run the household.

· Women were less able to work outside the home simply due to the demands of running the household. Because they didn’t have refrigerators, shopping had to be done at least once a day for meals. Women would often try to gain additional income by doing sewing or similar tasks from their own house.

· Because financial concerns became less important in a marriage, marriage was more often based on attraction than dowries.

· Women began having less babies as there was a declining infant mortality rate. As a result of the declining mortality rate, parents began expressing more affection for their child and taking a greater role in caring for them rather than passing them off to a wet nurse. In addition, parents no longer viewed children as an economic asset (child labor laws and because they were in the cities, you couldn’t send the child off to work in the field) and they wanted to provide a better life for them.
· It was commonly believed that there was an innate emotional bond between the child and the mother, but not the father. The reason was that the world of the father was that of business, removed from the maternal realm. In addition it was common that the father would expect that the child should make up the fathers failings. 

· Science experienced a massive growth in theoretical knowledge rather than physical as people wanted to try and understand why steam engines worked and how they could be improved. 
· Science began to be more popular as it was now able to explain the ways things happened by natural laws. As such at times it was more popular than spirituality as science offered certainty whilst it was thought religion only offered a false reality.

· The later 19th century saw the emergence of ‘social sciences’ as ‘social scientists’ had access to the voluminous amounts of government records. With those records they sought to explain social trends and occurances.

· The concept of realism emerged after the idealism and romanticism of the Revolutions of 1848 failed. Realists sought to depict the world how it was with no emotional or psychological views getting in the way. As Realism was a reaction against Romanticism (as romanticism was against the Classical) it focused more on everyday events rather than the awesome and exotic. Realists also had a relatively deterministic view of the universe and that natural laws controlled our actions, similar to how natural laws control the movement of gas particles. Over time realism began to include emotion and perception again, but only to illustrate how the character responded to the events that are being described.
